Archiver’s notes:

This document has suffered from many years of neglect. It might
have been stored in a clay vessel in a middle eastern cave for all
we know. We do not represent this text as scripture, Holy writ, or
even anything we even agree with, merely interesting history
about the formation of the United Church of God.

The original document had been photocopied, it is also a second or
third generation fax. We have edited out the visual artifacts
resulting from so many generations of copying.

While we have not emended the text, we have (on page 3) inserted
the first 1 or 2 characters (which were missing on the original)
where we could make the reading of the document easier.
Unfortunately we were not able to find a suitable “” for “join” and
left it as it was “oin”.

We have removed fax telephone numbers and personal names of
the recipient and contact to protect their identity.

If you have other similar documents from the MALNET network,
please contact Gavin Rumney at http://www.ambassadorwatch.co.nz.
Links to his email address can be found there. It does not matter
if they are “important” or not, we are trying to build a complete
collection of the documents from that time.

We remained indebted to the brave soul that contributed this to
our collection.
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From RITRRPIRIT

ro: Mallié

ro. tha Chureh of Qod,

The leading ministere of the Church of God (¢0G) wish U0 post this
announcement about the ocoming separation from the WCQ that is now insvitable.
This meseage ia meant ta be distributed to those who love God and who have
dacided to follow his truth wharaver {t leads, whatever the CORFEQUENCes,

There 412 he need Lo document the failipgs of the WCGA. Differing agendas
require different actions. We can leave it at thet. An Acts 15 type of
confarance hadé heen proposed and rejected. A request has baen made to che WCG
leadarship that we find & way Co implemenct a peaceful saparation, based upoun
jrreconcilabla differences. The only peaceful way Lo separate, that the WCG
leadership will recognize, is for longrime faithful ministers to resigp their
pocitions and to sit in the congregations as lay members wnot causing

'divisipn® by teaching the truth. Ohviously, this is not m:cepl‘.aple.

T™hia massage is meant to dispel rumors and to. tell you pla,inly and openly as
muoh information &e possible - under the current circumstannea. As it {8 eate
and wise to do mo, additional information will be posted. There will
obviously ba questions and we will cry to respond to LhOGw guescions as a0on
as possible. Please be patient while we give careful consideration to your
queations nnd then respond. Many of us, ministers and lay members, are
vorking inordinate houre, Ve will do the best we c¢an with the resourcaes that
are availeble to us. We realize that you arg starving for both information
and leaderghip and we will seek to provide both as quickly ae posaibhle,
Please PRAY that the Spigit of Christ will guidq us and allow God's people to
be UNITEDI Bvents are tganspicing at a rapid pace, |

It is very impartant; that each us strive to have a RIGHT SPIRIT and ATTITURE

s0 chat Christ can unify us through his holy spirit. God's peopla will ba

united not hy might, not by powar, buc by his spirit. It is very important,
cthat wa each strive to be agrasfble, hecause the cobstaclaa to our unificacio
are great and the phy-ical reaources (at least at first) will be limiced. Wi
mist leaxn to agre-a to agree and work together to serva God«in a aspiric of

caaparation,

The reorganization will involve looal congregations having g muoh more
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thay Will have auteaeny, There will be no large

headquarters complex that can serve as a preeding ground iiilpﬂllg}fal PQH::tE
struggles and other carnal behavior. The loca) churches W AaG ncnrpz -
soporately, collect tithes and offerings Jocally, and have thelr ownh Reard @
Directors. The members of the Chursh of God will be more involved in iba T

governmantal atructura,

'1mpartﬁnt role, Th fact,

There will ba a central association that functions as a service provider for
the local congxegacions located around the earth. The central naaociabinn
will ba vary small and will only have those employees that are ahﬁalunely
necessary. The central association will receive a portion of the funds
colleched by the local autonomous oohgregations, which will be given ns the
loral congregationg see f£ic. The cenktral association will provide the

following Kinds Qf services:

* Ppraaching the guupnl of tha Xingdom of God, Wa do helievs thﬂgﬁ;;;tﬁﬁ?n

work yat to dq.
* Racreatipg a hody of lmterauure
* Helping with legal macrors, particularly in tha inturqahiﬁnal area

' Puklishing a magazine, church newsletterxr, and materialg which help 10¢A1
' fongregacione - -
¢ Pogalbly halp provide aawices which axe more maxpensiv,ely ' purcnam
collacrivaly, e.g., general liability 1nsuranca |
* Providing "how tao' adviace to lacal congregations who Yegquest ic
* ERacablishing Funlt giten |

If the cancral asaaciatian does not provide a high level of servicaﬁ‘.nhe
funding ‘te it can be cut off by the local congregations. And it will bhe. :
Thare will be cheoke and valances implamented ao that tha powar andkwnalcn of

the €06 will not ever again be used againgt the mambers, The Board of :
Directorn of the assoclation will ha compriead of longtime !aithﬂul 1aaqlng
ministers who are loyal to the truth and who genuinaly love bath cha mcnﬂ:era |
anq thae ministere.

The mﬁ&t likely name for the ceantral asgsociation will be the Unit&d Church-qt
Ged (UCOG). Thé UCOS hap been aepa:analy incorporated in Alabsma and tha
Birmingham atea morbers will hold their first Sabbath service, this sabbath;
3-18-86. Ik 45 tha filrst local congregation to indapondently nrganiaa and
begin operations, Hr. Ray Weooten will ba pastoring the cnngreg&tion* Dthar
lagal congregations will follow over the nsxt saveral months, |

UCOG can recaive donations from mamberes and then remit chem back to Lhe logal
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congregations, onte thay are separately organized. Howevar, UCOQ woumld preisr
:hat non-Birmingham axea members hold their tiches and offarings until such o
tima as & 10¢a)l aongregation 4is set up. Ac chat time the tithes and offgring:
can be uged to fund the local autonomous gongregation, Jf you cdo aend a
donation te UCOG, clearly mark the church area you wish the funds held for,
Jonations are tax deductible. UCOG has graciously offered to -help local
churches with fund management, uncil they are formally legally organizad, but
{r vould be bettar to walt, To dispel a rumor, UCOG ig NOT & retirement fund
for min{gvers who have bean terminateqd from the WOC. UCOGR's addyress ig:

United Churoh of God
P.O. Box 361334
Birmingham, AL 38236-1)34

Agaln, accounting, legal, and organization packages will bg available in abou
2-14 days. Contact information ahout whare to yequest them will be posted a
that cima, Please give the Birmingham brethren s breakx and waict yntil the
Correct contaot information is posced bafore raquasting s package. Ministers
will need to invelve people in their congregations with,the variety of skills
necensary to organiza and begin oparacions,

It is VITALLY IMPORTANT that the newly organized local congregations DO NOT

PROSELYTIZE che membarahip of the WCG., We seek to be different from those who

have previously separatad from the WCG. We seek to stay on the high road. I
iz not desirable oxr necessary to proselytize. DO NOT PO IT. Wa will simply

gst those of a similar spirit and actitude aps ue, who wish to worship with us
>n us A8 THRY ARB RRADY. Thie ir & crimis of conseious for each of ug,

Some are ready tO take action befors others. Christ im our savior snd ha wil
keep working with each of us until he comes again Phil, 1.:6.

More information will be made available as it is wise and appropriate to do
go. Again, we will aentarcain questions and will andeavor Lo provide anawers

48 BOON a4 POsEibla, We may not be able to answer your quastiong righc away
for gecurity reasons,

What can you do now?

Pray that Chriet will guide apd blegs us and unita ouxr minde with his &o
thar Wé can be united and do a work.
Look into 2inding a place to meet locally.

Start looking at what it would cost vo fund your local church
congregation., There will b¢ soms genevral guldelines provided, bvt that ias
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what they pill Ba, general. EKach church axea will obviously be differant,
4, Haka loyal members aware ot tha coming peparation and geat them involved.

Many hands make light work. It would be prudant to hold tiches and afferings
to geed tha local ohureh startup. |

5. Update your local church mailing lisc, as iv is all right to sand a
ona-time announcement that doer not propelycize - at the appropriate time, of
courece, e

What not Lo look for:

h coordinated last aexmon on tha same Sabbath, Many ministers will noc have ,
pulpit vo preach it from. And it ips not necessary. When a naw local
eongregation hegina to meet, the word will spread. Word of mouth, along with
polite announcement will suffice. Membera of cthe right apivic and attitude
will come and worship with us when thay are ready.

You qan give hard copies of this msmsage to THOSE YOU PERSONALLY KNOW TO BE
FAITHPUL TO THE TRUTH. It would he of particular help to get this mepaage
into the hands of God!'s true ministare, As one of tha Founding Fathers of th
United States onoa said, "The event ig in the hand of God. AMan ,
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